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Connection of SDG 
6 to other SDGs

• Improving sanitation helps 
make cities sustainable 
(SDG11)

• Sanitation improvement leads 
to more jobs (SDG8)

• More jobs leads to economic 
growth (SDG8)

• Progress in SDG6 improves 
health (SDG3)

• Attainment of SDG6 helps 
attain social justice (SDG16)

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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SDG6 
and 

COVID 
19

• Availability and access to water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services is 
fundamental to fighting the virus and 
preserving the health and well-being of 
millions. COVID-19 will not be stopped 
without access to safe water for people 
living in vulnerability.

• The impacts of COVID-19 could be 
considerably higher on the urban poor 
living in slums, who don’t have access to 
clean water.



Water and 
Sanitation in the 
Philippines



Water and 
Sanitation 
in the 
Philippines

Access to 150 billion cubic meters 
of water annually

Average rainfall of 2,400 mm

1,400 cubic meters per capita is our 
average water resource availability 

• Above the water scarcity threshold of 1,000 
cubic meters, but below 1,700 cubic meters 
(water stress threshold)



Water and 
Sanitation in 
the 
Philippines

10% Household 
consumption

20% Industrial use

70% Agricultural use



Water and 
Sanitation in 

the 
Philippines

• 30% of Water Districts are considered 
non-operational

• 87% of our population do not have access 
to septage collection and sewerage 
system services

•  8 Regions are experiencing water stress 
(1,446 of 1,700 cubic meters per person 
per year)

•  4% of our population do not have access 
to toilet facilities and practice open 
defecation

• 12.5% of our population do not have 
access to safe water supply



Universal 
Access to 
Water and 
Sanitation

• Ensure Availability and Sustainable Management of Water and 
Sanitation for All

• Implement integrated water resources management

• SDG INDICATOR 6.5.1

• Integrated water management

• Definition: Indicator 6.5.1 is the degree of integrated 
water resources management implementation (0–100).

• This metric assesses the status of national development 
and implementation of Integrated Water Resource 
Management (IWRM) plans across the world.

• Goal: By 2030, implement integrated water resources 
management at all levels, including through 
transboundary cooperation as appropriate.



ISSUES AND 
CHALLENGES



SDG6
The World is 
not on Track

Billions of people still lack safe water, 
sanitation and handwashing facilities

Water pollution is worsening

Water and sanitation lack funding

Governance structures are weak and 
fragmented

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride

12



SDG6
The World is 
not on Track

Agriculture places enormous 
stress on water, but could be 
part of a water-saving solution

Capacity is insufficient

Ecosystems and their services 
are in continuous decline

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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WAY 
FORWARD



The Filipino People’s 
Water Code
IBON Foundation / Water for the People Network

Consider talking about:
• Developing countries
• Climate change aspects
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Preamble

• Water is life. We need water to physically survive. 
Water is a requirement for a better quality of life – 
for sanitation, for food production, for production 
of basic needs, for leisure, and more. 

• The Philippines has abundant water resources, 
access to potable water should not be a problem for 
our people but the majority the Filipinos face water 
scarcity, which will increase further in the future. 

• Filipino people face an even greater danger as 
neo-liberal policies of privatization, deregulation, 
and liberalization are being implemented in various 
sectors, including the water sector. Water has 
become a commodity for profit instead of being a 
basic social service for the people

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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Basic 
Principles

• As water is most essential to life, the right to 
water is an extension of the basic human right 
to life. 

• Water should be treated as a people’s resource, 
allocated mainly for the basic needs of the 
people’s survival and livelihood. As public good, 
water should remain in the public domain.

• Conservation and protection of freshwater and 
watersheds, as well as the provision of water 
services should be the responsibility of 
government. 

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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Basic 
Principles

• The poor and marginalized sectors should be 
prioritized in the allocation of water 
resources.  

• In the conservation of water resources, the 
ancestral domains of indigenous 
communities and national minorities must 
be given importance.

• People should have control over water 
resources, as such, community management 
should be promoted in the conservation and 
development of water resources, people 
empowerment is the key.

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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What needs 
to be done?

• Conservation and rehabilitation of water 
resources and freshwater ecosystems 

• Development and management of sustainable 
and pro-people water supply infrastructure 

• Water services/utilities is the responsibility of 
government and privatization must be reversed

• Effectively provide water for people’s use 

• Develop and manage irrigation and promote 
genuine agrarian reform, as well as freshwater 
aquatic resources with preference for small 
fisherfolk 

• Promote democratic governance in water 
supply management and water services 

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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Democratic 
Governance 

to Ensure 
access to 

water and 
sanitation

• Ensure all stakeholders in the water sector are 
involve

• Ensure that the weakest but needs most of the 
changes brought by development are 
empowered to participate decisively and had 
the power to engage other powerful interests

• Ensure transparency and accountability in 
financing and management of projects in the 
water sector. 

Consider talking about:
• Diarrheal diseases
• Well contamination with arsenic and fluoride
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What Needs 
to be Done

• Understand the interdependency 
of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)

• Monitor more and better data
Know

• Adapt to country contexts
• Create multi-stakeholder partnerships 

and strengthen regional integration
• Implement integrated water 

resources management

Plan

• Eliminate inequalities
• Finance water and sanitation through 

a new paradigm
• Ensure public participation
• Develop capacity
• Use smart technologies

Act

Consider talking about:
• European Union
• United States
• Russian Federation
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Community-based 
organizations can 
play a crucial role in 
achieving SDG6

Strengthen their partnership with 
the people

Strengthen

Expand knowledge through 
education and discussion on 
Water Resources

Expand

Build Solidarity with People’s 
Organizations and Institutions 

Build



• Push for a democratic and sustainable Water 
Reform Agenda that puts people at the center of 
it.

• Help empower people to make decisions that 
embodies their aspirations

• Support and call for a sustainable agriculture and 
food systems

• Fight for Genuine Development and People 
Economics

• Stand with water resources defenders and support 
their struggle

• Call for a Fair, Just, and Equitable Social Policies

Particularly:

Image based on Odournet, Credit: Rawpixel - Fotolia
Copyright: PHOTOMORPHIC PTE. LTD. https://www.odournet.com/product-testing/field-research/



People 
Economics

Access to Basic 
Services

Recognition of our 
Rights

Social Policy that 
promotes Social Equity 



Philippine 
Economy in the 
New Normal

Develop the countrysideDevelop

Build Filipino IndustriesBuild

Protect the environmentProtect

Uphold people’s rights and welfareUphold

Finance developmentFinance

Strive for sovereignty and independenceStrive



Maraming 
Salamat Po!

Image based on https://www.culturalyork.org/equity-action-plan-and-history/
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