
SDG 4 and Philippine
Implementation



SDG 4 is to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all’ and has seven targets and
three means of implementation.

What is SDG 4?
In September 2015, at the United Nations Sustainable
Development Summit, Member States formally
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in New York. The agenda contains 17
goals including a new global education goal (SDG 4).
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld


Why quality
education for all?
Education is a fundamental human right and is indispensable
for the achievement of sustainable development. We are only
able to empower girls, combat climate change, fight inequality
and end extreme poverty if all stakeholders commit themselves
to advancing the education goal.

The UN explains: "Obtaining a quality education underpins a
range of fundamental development drivers. Basic literacy skills
across the world have improved tremendously, yet bolder
efforts are needed to achieve universal education goals for all. 



SDG 4 Targets
Universal primary and secondary education1

Early childhood development and universal pre-primary education
2

Equal access to technical/vocational and higher education3

Relevant skills for decent work4

Gender equality and inclusion
5

Universal youth literacy
6

Education for sustainable development and global citizenship7



SDG 4 Target Means of
Implementation

4.A 4.B 4.C

Effective learning
environments

 

Scholarships
 

Teachers and educators
 



 Looking at the progress of other countries in terms of the
SDGs, the Philippines would have to do more to make
significant progress especially in education. The education
system in the country caters to a huge number of students
and learners. However, inequalities persist. Access to
education has improved significantly since 2015, but
challenges remain in delivering quality education,
especially to the poor and marginalised groups.  Even if the
public education institutions are free, it only serves richer
households because of the other costs in education. 

Philippine Implementation



The complex challenges that the education sector in the country  faces
range from critical issues of equity and inclusion to  financing and quality
concerns.

 

3.6
million

out-of-school children
and youth 6 to 24
years old remains high

53%

OSYs belonging to
families whose income
falls at the bottom 
30 per cent based on
their per capita income

3.3 million children with
disabilities in the
country, and only less
than 3 per cent have
access to education

3% of 3.3
million



 

 

 

 Access to education among the  poor and other disadvantaged
groups, particularly secondary  education, remains to be a critical issue. 

Poverty is a major  factor for dropping out of school 

Children with disabilities also face great difficulties in accessing 
education.

 Similarly, Muslim and IP learners have  little access to schools. The lack
of culturally-sensitive curricula and learning materials and the
shortage of capable teachers remain serious challenges that impede
Muslim and IP learners from claiming their right to education.

  The narrow curriculum content that is weak on critical thinking, social
awareness, and sustainable development concepts may have
contributed to the students’ low mastery of subjects.



 

 

The low morale and motivation among the teachers, excessive
workload, and poor professional development are factors that impact
on teaching and quality of education

Another major issue is the high prevalence of violence against 
children. A study found that 80 per cent of the youth age 12 to 
24 years old has experienced violence

All of the aforementioned issues are compounded by serious financing concerns and
the persisting challenge of commercialised education. There is a need to review
policies and strengthen the enforcement of laws and regulations covering private
schools and private actors in education to address the privatisation and
marketisation of education which discriminate against the poor and other
disadvantaged group and engender segregation on the basis of socio-economic
status, location and religious affiliation.



What is to be done?
While there are efforts and initiatives underway to implement  the SDGs
and SDG 4 in the country, there is still a pressing need for the
government to formulate a clear country architecture and coordination
mechanism for the effective implementation of the SDGs with focus on
carrying out concrete action plans, increasing the funding and
resources, reforming relevant policies, as well as improving institutional
coordination.

Substantially
increase the
national education
budgets 

Use a pro-poor
approach and link
education and training
for decent work at the
local level to relevant job
opportunities



Ensure non-
discriminatory and
inclusive policies,
respect for the 
right to education,
in schools.

 Develop and strengthen
programmes and
pathways to 
learning opportunities
for the marginalised,
excluded, and 
vulnerable (MEV) groups

 Strongly encourage
child participation
in schools and 
strengthen school
child protection for
a positive and safe 
learning
environment

Ensure the quality of
pre-service teacher
education and 
availability of teacher
training programmes 



We recognize that the youth, educators, and
CSOs play  significant roles in all stages of
education. These actors can  influence policy
development and programme design,
contribute  to narrowing persistent gaps in
educational outcomes, as well  as transform
the education system into one that is inclusive, 
 equitable, and of good quality. Hence, it is
crucial to open up  broader spaces and start
meaningful dialogue with young  people,
teachers and education personnel, and civil
society. 



Thank You


