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Sustainable Development Goals

(Agenda 2030)

 Successor to the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs), which ended in 2015

 17 individual goals compared to 8

 Criticized for lack of perspective on equity and sustainability

 “more actionable and specific” endpoints

 169 targets, 232 indicators by 2030

 SDG 3: “To ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.”

 13 targets and 28 indicators

 To be monitored by WHO, UNICEF, Joint UN Program on HIV/AIDS, UN Office on 

Drugs and Crime, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, OECD

 COVID-19 pandemic poses serious threat to SDG 3 progress and implementation



Targets and Indicators of SDG 3

amid the COVID-19 pandemic

 Target 3.1: Reduce maternal mortality

 Indicator 3.1.1: Maternal mortality ratio

 Indicator 3.1.2: Percentage of births attended by 
trained personnel

 Target 3.2: End all preventable deaths under 5 years of 
age

 Indicator 3.2.1: Under-5 mortality rate

 Indicator 3.2.2: Neonatal mortality rate

 Target 3.3: Fight communicable diseases

 Indicator 3.3.1: Number of new HIV infections per 1,000 
uninfected population

 Indicator 3.3.2: Tuberculosis

 Indicator 3.3.3: Malaria incidence

 Indicator 3.3.4: Hepatitis B incidence

 Indicator 3.3.5: Neglected tropical diseases

 Target 3.4: Reduce mortality from non-communicable 
diseases and promote mental health

 Indicator 3.4.1: Mortality from non-communicable 
diseases

 Indicator 3.4.1: Suicide mortality rate

 Target 3.5: Prevent and treat substance abuse

 Indicator 3.5.1: Coverage of treatment interventions

 Indicator 3.5.2: Alcohol per capita consumption

 Target 3.6: Reduce road injuries and deaths

 Target 3.7: Universal access to sexual and reproductive 
care, family planning and education

 Indicator 3.7.1: Percentage with access to contraception

 Indicator 3.7.2: Adolescent birth rate

 Target 3.8: Achieve universal health coverage

 Indicator 3.8.1: Coverage of essential health services.

 Indicator 3.8.2: Proportion of population with large 
household expenditures on health as a share of total 
household expenditure or income

 Target 3.9: Reduce illnesses and deaths from hazardous 
chemicals and pollution

 Indicator 3.9.1: Mortality rate attributed to air 
pollution.

 Indicator 3.9.2: Mortality rate attributed to unsafe 
water, sanitation, and lack of hygiene.

 Indicator 3.9.3: Mortality rate attributed to 
unintentional poisoning.



 Target 3.a: Implement the WHO framework convention on tobacco control

 Indicator 3.a.1: Age-standardized prevalence of current tobacco use

 Target 3.b: Support research, development and universal access to affordable vaccines and 
medicines

 Indicator 3.b.1: Proportion of the target population covered by all vaccines included in their national program.

 Indicator 3.b.2: Total net official development assistance (ODA) to medical research and basic health sectors.

 Indicator 3.b.3: Proportion of health facilities that have a core set of relevant essential medicines available and 
affordable on a sustainable basis.

 Target 3.c: Increase health financing and support health workforce in developing countries

 Indicator 3.c.1: Health worker density and distribution

 Target 3.d: Improve early warning systems for global health risks

 Indicator 3.d.1: International Health Regulations (IHR) capacity and health emergency preparedness

 Indicator 3.d.2: Percentage of bloodstream infections due to selected antimicrobial resistant organisms.

Targets and Indicators of SDG 3

amid the COVID-19 pandemic



Philippine SDG Targets as per PSA (2020)

As of 2020, NONE of the targets for SDG 3 were on track,

with at least two, SDGs 3 and 6, noted to be regressing.



Effect of the COVID-19 pandemic 

on SDG 3 and health outcomes
 As of July 2021, deaths in 

2020 have now exceeded 
the average of 2015-2019.

 COVID-19 as 7th overall 
cause of mortality 
(summative of suspect, 
probable, and confirmed)

 Increasing deaths from 
non-communicable 
diseases, HIV

 Increasing maternal 
mortality rate

 1,965 (2020) vs. 1,552
average from 2015-2019

 68% spike in deaths from 
intentional self-harm in 
2020 compared to 2019

 Access to healthcare



Healthcare access amid the pandemic

 Hospitals full due to COVID-19 cases during spikes, limiting capacity for other 

serious illnesses with or without complications due to COVID

 Closure of outpatient clinics due to increased risk, decreased health services

 Out-of-pocket spending still high 

 Costs of testing, isolation, treatment

despite inadequate Philhealth benefits

 Increasing household expenditures,

combining with unemployment

 Health infrastructure struggling to

cope amid increased demand and

decades of neglect and underfunding

 Inequity of access and disparity among

public and private health facilities/services



Weak public health infrastructure with 

private intervention (privatization)
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Conclusion

 Despite its targets and indicators, mere compliance with the SDGs cannot be 

sustainable or successful if health systems will not address access, equity, 

and the right to health of every Filipino.

 The SDGs have no failsafe against short-term threats to the health system 

such as pandemics, or chronic problems such as privatization and neglect.

 The State has the ultimate responsibility for health, and must commit to 

increasing funding, maintaining its public character, and ensuring equitable 

access in every community.


