
Militarization of aid 
& the shrinking of civic spaces 

Center for Women’s Resources

SDG 17



Militarism persists in the Philippines as a tool of the 
imperialists and local oligarchs to continue the 

control and resource extraction, and the increase in 
the militarization of aid worsens the persistent 
crisis, further increase wealth inequalities and 

violate women and people’s rights.



Militarization of aid 
- takes away much needed resources for public health, 

education, creation of decent jobs, economic relief

- supports the implementation militaristic policies 
including Oplan Kapayapaan, Joint Implementation 
Plan Kapanatagan, and Executive Order No. 70 (EO 

70), and the Anti-Terror Law    



The United States remains a 
vital trading and investment 

partner with investments 
amounting to USD 6.9 billion in 

2019.

The Philippines gets a significant aid from the US, 
largely earmarked for conflict, peace and security 
programs. It is by far, the largest recipient of US 

military assistance in the Indo-Pacific region since 
2015 amounting to Php 36.9 billion.





13 cooperation agreements with China, securing 
financial assistance and investment pledges worth 
USD 24 billion. Much of the country’s “Build Build 

Build” projects and public-private partnerships 
(PPPs) are being offered to Chinese investors.

Consequently, the Chinese government has 
provided military assistance worth USD7.3 million. 
The Chinese government has pledged to give a 

fresh batch of military aid to the Philippines worth 
USD 19.6 million as a gesture of closer relations 

between the two countries.



Military assistance both from the US and 
China has protected the business 

interests of these two countries in the 
resource-rich areas in the Philippines.



Resource-Rich and Highly Militarized Areas in Mindanao

Area Military Presence Natural Resources Notable Private Investments

CARAGA 
(Agusan del 
Norte, 
Agusan Del 
Sur, Surigao 
del Sur)

4th Infantry Division  
(9 battalions and 8 
service support 
units)

The region’s Andap Valley 
Complex is noted for its 
woodland,  extensive water 
resources, and rich mineral 
deposits (iron, gold, silver, 
nickel, chromite, 
manganese, copper)

Benguet Mining Corporation, Abacus 
Coal Exploration and Development 
Corporation, Great Wall Mining and 
Power Corporation, ASK Mining and 
Exploration Corporation, CoalBlack 
Mining Corporation, CTP Construction 
and Mining Corporation

Davao 
Region

10th Infantry 
Division (8 
battalions, 3 support 
units, and 1 OPCON)

Mineral resources (gold, 
copper, manganese, 
nickel); agricultural fruits 
(banana, pineapples); 
wildlife sanctuary, various 
flora and fauna
 

Dole and Del Monte plantations, Sumifru, 
Lapanday, TADECO, Marsman, Apex 
Mining, Davao Hydroelectric Power 
Project of the San Lorenzo Ruiz Builders 
and Developers Group, Inc., Darong Solar 
Power Project of the PhilNewEnergy, Inc.

Source: AFP, NEDA, DTI, websites of various companies  



Resource-Rich and Highly Militarized Areas in Mindanao

Area Military Presence Natural Resources Notable Private Investments

Central Mindanao 
(Maguindanao, 
North Cotabato, 
South Cotabato, 
Saranggani 
Sultan Kudarat, 
General Santos)

6th Infantry Division (9 
battalions, 5 support units, 
and
  2 OPCON)

Fertile agricultural land producing 
corn, rice, banana, mango, lanzones, 
durian, coffee, cacao, cotton, rubber; 
Liguasan marshlands noted for 
natural gas, timber, fishing grounds;
Minerals – copper, gold, silver, nickel, 
iron, lead, zinc, clay, limestone

Tampakan Mining of Sagittarius 
Mines, Dole plantation, Cargill 
Oil, DMCI Power Corporation

ARMM 1st Infantry Division station 
in Pulacan,
  Labangan, Zamboanga 
del Sur (10 battalions, 4 
Reconnaissance Company, 
7 OPCON)

Agriculture and aquatic resources; 
water reservoir (hydroelectric power)
 
 

GN Power Kauswagan Ltd.Co., 
Liangan Power Corp. (LPC), Agus 
III, hydroelectric power financed 
by China’s Exim Bank, Wao 
Development Corp.  (WDC), Dole 
pineapple packing corporation

Source: AFP, NEDA, DTI, websites of various companies  



Repressing Women and People’s Resistance

As poverty worsens, women and people’s resistance in 
various forms arises.

the people resist through organizing picket protests, barricades, petition 
signing, lobby work, among others. Many communities have also embarked 

on collective land tilling called bungkalan as an assertion of their 
democratic right to land and livelihood

for some, armed defense of their lands has been the recourse to oppose 
destructive large-scale mining operations, plantations, and energy projects



The Philippine government responds to such 
resistance with brute force, legitimized through 

counter-insurgency programs. 

Such resistance has systematically been answered by 
crafting and implementing militaristic policies 

including Oplan Kapayapaan, Joint Implementation 
Plan Kapanatagan, and Executive Order No. 70 (EO 

70), and the Anti-Terror Law



Continuous attacks against women’s civil 
and political rights

arrests related to violation of quarantine rules

continuous attacks against activists and rights 
defenders  

attacks on free speech



Further shrinking of civic and democratic space 
amid the public health crisis

Attacks on all rights defenders, activists, 
service-delivery organizations, relief workers

● 28 instances of arrest and detention of not less than 
54 women and LGBTQ+

● 9 women human rights defenders, peasant and IP 
leaders, and barangay officials were killed in 2020



Anti-Terror Law and attacks against women human rights 
defenders



OECD-Development Assistance Committee (DAC) members 
agreed on reforming their Official Development Assistance 

(ODA) rules on eligible peace and security activities, 
expanding the definition to include additional activities 

such as preventing violent extremism, migration 
management and military costs for the delivery of 

humanitarian relief. 
This, along with initiatives to even further expand the 

definition of aid, potentially to include more security-related 
activities – are being positioned as a way to encourage aid 

spending on SDGs.


