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The Bangsamoro people and the Bangsamoro Region
► Bangsamoro – a collective term that 

refers to the 13 ethnolinguistic 
tribes, mostly adhering to Islamic 
faith, indigenous in Mindanao and 
Palawan and comprises at least 5% 
of the Philippine population, 
predominant in Central Mindanao 
and island provinces near Malaysia.

Bangsamoro Region – officially called the Bangsamoro 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao or BARMM 
and formerly known as the ARMM, is the home of the 
majority of the Bangsamoro people, at least 4.12 
million. An autonomous region that comprises five 
provinces and two cities and several municipalities.



Six out of 10 Bangsamoro live below poverty line  
–PSA-BARMM

► In the Bangsamoro, 74.3 percent or 108,600 of families were poor in 
2018, according to the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). Child 
poverty in the region is the highest in the country at 68 percent. 
Almost 1.3 million children in BARMM live in poverty, around 7 out 
of 10 children (2018 PSA basic sector poverty report). 
https://www.unicef.org/philippines/press-releases/leave-no-one-behind-un-barmm-program-launched-help-build-resilie
nce-bangsamoro



Bangsamoro People are Poor despite rich Bangsamoro 
Land: Plunder of Resources in the BARMM

► Tawi-Tawi, an island province in the southwest, 
is a key source of nickel, iron and chromite.

► 2.34 million wet metric tons (WMT) of 
high-grade ore, or nearly 90 percent of 
2.66-million WMT of the high-grade material 
the Philippines exported to China in the first 
half of 2018 came from Tawi-Tawi, one of the 
five provinces under the BARMM.

► Tawi-Tawi accounted for 27 percent of overall 
nickel ore exports, totalling 15.8 million WMT, 
to China during the six-month period.

► Companies include AlTawiTawi Nickel Corp, 
Darussalam Mining Corp, Pax Libera Mining 
Inc, Mina Vida de Mindanao Corp



Plunder of Resources in the BARMM
► Liguasan Marsh has about 200,000 hectares of dry 

and wet basins bounded by the Mindanao River in 
south-central Mindanao, North Cotabato and South 
Cotabato provinces. It is reported to be rich in oil 
and gas deposits.  

►  BARMM parliament BTA Bill No. 82 also known as 
"Liguasan Marsh Management Commission 
(LMMC)” which seeks to provide the overall 
direction for the management, development, and 
conservation of natural and cultural resources of 
the marsh

► In 2012, the Department of Energy has approved 
for bidding the exploration of the Cotabato Basin, a 
part of the Liguasan Marsh. They have projected 
that the area can provide at least 71 and 13 million 
barrels of oil reserves.



Plunder of Resources in the BARMM

► The Mindanao Development Authority (MiNDA) brokered an agreement with 
the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) and multinational exporter 
Unifrutti committing to revive the 1,500 hectare banana plantation owned by 
La Frutera Inc in Datu Paglas, Maguindanao; 

► Recently, the RBOI-BARMM approved the Php950 million investment of Al 
Muzafar Agriventure Inc. (AMAVI) in Datu Abdullah Sangki town in 
Maguindanao, targetted to generate annualduction of two to 3.3 million 
boxes of Cavendish bananas for export to Japan, China, and the Middle 
East;

► According to RBOI-BARMM, this registration entitle the firm to  six-year 
income tax holiday, reduced duties for the importation of capital equipment, 
exemption from wharfage dues, and additional deductions for labor 
expenses

The 75,00 hectare former MILF stronghold CAMP Abubakar in Maguindanao 
was set to be transformed by the Mindanao Development Authority to a banana 
plantation with investments from Swiss and other European companies;
The Unifrutti group has established a new banana-plantation project in 
Maguindanao worth P3.7 billion in 2015. Another company, the Al-Sahar 
Agri-Ventures Inc. (ASAVI), also have a PHP3.7-billion banana business 
venture in Maguindanao;



Manufacturing companies - BARMM

Companies that shutdown during ECQ and GCQ lockdown due to COVID-19:

1  Matling Industrial and Commercial 
Corporation (MICC) – a cassava and 
cassava starch producer – Lanao del Sur

2 Hong Kong Feng Sheng Heritage 
Philippines Inc. – an abaca fiber 
processor - Lanao del Sur.

The BARMM is home to several agricultural processors 
who produce semi-processed or finished products at 
industrial scale. 



Duterte Targets Poverty Reduction in the BARMM in 2022 - NAPC 
2019 Data National Anti-Poverty 
Commission:

► BARMM has the highest incidence of 
poverty in the Philippines at 53 percent

► lack of access to potable water, affecting 
48.6 percent of BARMM population

► Only 69 percent of the region's population 
own a house

► almost 95 percent are employed in the 
BARMM 

► at least 40 percent of the population 
suffer from displacement due to 
problems on peace and order at least 
once a year.

Philippine Statistics Authority 2020

► Unemployment rate increased by 21.50%

► The economic performance of BARMM dropped by 1.9 
percent in 2020 and recorded the lowest decline among all 
regions

BARMM Budget: Php 75.6 billion in 2020 and Php85.2 billion 
in 2021; On December 2020, the Bangsamoro transition 
parliament OKs P75.6-B budget for BARMM in 2021



Counter-Insurgency Programs: Normalization, Decommissioning, 
Bangsamoro TF-ELCAC

► Decomissioning:
► Each of the former combatants 

received P100,000 cash and a 
socio-economic assistance 
package. Their families will also get 
an estimated worth of P500,000 up 
to P1-million of healthcare 
assistance, scholarships for their 
children, housing, and livelihood 
projects from the government.

Bangsamoro Normalization Trust Fund aims to fund, 
coordinate and oversee the delivery of assistance 
from donors for projects that aim to rebuild, 
rehabilitate and develop Bangsamoro communities, 
especially those hosting demobilized MILF 
combatants and poor households.



Is the COVID-19 the culprit behind poverty in the BARMM?

Social Amelioration Program (SAP) during COVID-19 pandemic

► Some of the displaced families due to Marawi siege were not given SAP in Lanao del Sur

Excerpt of the Report on the 
Bangsamoro Region’s Response and 
Recovery Plan for COVID-19 2020-2022:

► Restrictions through lockdowns and 
quarantines have led to work 
stoppages, reduced working hours or 
unemployment

► Access to food is made difficult due 
to lack of money and resources, high 
food prices, and shortage of food.

► Most residents had difficulty in 
accessing health care services, 
especially to hospitals and medicines;



Marawi Siege: The declaration of Martial Law in Mindanao 
pushed the Bangsamoro People into Deeper Poverty

► 359,680 to 400,000 individuals forced 
to evacuate

► 78,466 to 90,000 families (UNHCR 2017)
► 5,297 properties, infrastructures and 

buildings including religious sites 
destroyed

► Government reports 168 casualties from 
the government forces; 114 civilians; 
270 unidentified individuals; and 924 
from the rebel forces

► 477 bodies found in the most affected 
areas; 300 were buried in Marawi City 
and identified by SOCO through DNA 
testing

► 14,000 cases if human rights violations 
(RHRC-ARMM)

► 87 civilians died (40 due to illnesses 
inside evacuation centers) – according 
to the Armed Forces of the Philippines

Marawi Siege: May 23 to October 17, 2017
Five months of military airstrikes and ground 
operations against the Maute and Abu Sayyaf groups



Marawi Siege: The declaration of Martial Law in Mindanao 
pushed the Bangsamoro People into Deeper Poverty
Before the siege:

► The poverty rate in Lanao del Sur, which has a 
population of 1.05 million, drastically rose in the 
past decade. From just 44% in 2006, 74.3% of 
residents in Lanao del Sur lived below the poverty 
threshold in 2015, making it the poorest among all 
provinces in the Philippines - FIES

► The total damages and losses of $348 million (P18.6 
billion) is equivalent to about 16.7% of ARMM’s 2016 
GRDP and 0.12% of the country’s 2016 gross domestic 
product (GDP), translating into an estimated 
contraction of real GRDP in 2017 by 6.3%. The private 
sector’s share of these losses amounts to $124 million 
(P6.631 billion) or 6.0% of ARMM’s GRDP.

► Damages were estimated at $216 million (P11.5 billion) 
and losses at $132 million (P7.0 billion), with most of 
these impacts incurred in the 24 barangays comprising 
the most affected areas (MAA)

► Other towns in Lanao del Sur also incurred $0.82 
(P43.7M) in damages and $0.58 million (P31.0 M) in 
losses.
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/linked-documents/52313-001-sd-
01.pdf

Marawi Ground Zero or Most Affected Area (MAA)



• As of September 2020, the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees estimated at least 25,367 families or 126,835 individuals 
still displaced due to the Marawi siege.

• As of April 2020, Around 17,000 Marawi residents continue to live in 
temporary shelters since May 23, 2017 and more than 80,000 
residents are staying in their with their relatives outside Marawi City

Marawi Siege: The declaration of Martial Law in Mindanao 
pushed the Bangsamoro People into Deeper Poverty



Marawi Siege: The declaration of Martial Law in Mindanao 
pushed the Bangsamoro People into Deeper Poverty

► Administrative Order No. 3 established the Task Force Bangon 
Marawi (literally translated as Rise Up, Marawi) (TFBM) in June 
2017; Bangon Marawi Comprehensive Rehabilitation and Recovery 
Program

► The Marawi disaster relief budget (P19.5 billion) is equivalent to 
0.52% of the 2018 national budget (P3,767 billion). This amount to 
is equivalent to 58.2% of the 2018 national budget allocation for 
ARMM (P33.05 billion).

► The government allotted a total of P60.5 billion for the Marawi 
rehabilitation, while various private institutions and foreign 
governments granted the Philippines P30.56 billion in loans and 
another P3 billion in grants for the project, according to data 
from the DHSUD.

► Over 18.69 billion in national funds were spent for rehabilitation, 
excluding foreign donations – INCITE.org 2021 Report;

► TFBM chair Eduardo del Rosario said only P10.7B of P350B foreign 
aid for Marawi rehab handled by gov’t



Marawi Siege: The declaration of Martial Law 
in Mindanao pushed the Bangsamoro People 
into Deeper Poverty

According to the petitioners: "We are all one and united in our 
stand that establishing a new military camp could bring about 
social and political repercussions or spark cultural sensitivity 
that may possibly lead to social unrest or chaos if adverse 
effects arise [from it], not to mention the ultimate plan to 
institutionalize it as a military industrial base," 



2018: From Operation Enduring Freedom to Operation Pacific Eagle - focused in 
Mindanao because of the presence of ISIS-affiliated groups, the ASG, the BIFF,  but also 
extended to CPP-NPA-NDF, with NPA now identified as communist-terrorist group.  









During the COVID-19 pandemic, President Duterte also intensified attacks 
on human rights defenders by institutionalizing red-tagging through the 
NTF-ELCAC and signing into law the Anti-Terrorism Act of 2020. 



We continue our protests and calls for justice despite of the intensifying attacks on 
human rights defenders and the people. We called for investigations on human 
rights violations committed by the Duterte administration. 



Address the Root Causes of the Conflict
Justice for the Victims of Duterte’s War
► For Marawi Evacuees:

► No to the construction of a military 
camp in Marawi City

► Voluntary, safe, dignified and 
immediate return to Marawi City MAA

► Enact Bill for Compensation for 
Marawi Victims

► Participation of IDPs in the 
rehabilitation program and 
transparency in the implementation

► Duterte and the AFP should be held 
accountable for the death, torture 
and arrest of innocent civilians, 
destruction of Marawi City and 
divestment of the residents’ 
properties, and discrimination of 
Meranaws and Islamophobia

► For the Bangsamoro People:


