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Current Situation: COVID-19 in the 
Philippines

As of July 4, 2021
Confirmed Cases  = 1,436,369 (190,356 or 13.8% Older Persons)
Deaths        = 25,149 (15,974 or 64.2% Older Persons)

Source: Department of Health

64.2% of the 
fatalities are 60 
years old and above

susceptibility to and vulnerability stemmed not only from their weakened 
immune system and underlying medical conditions but also from their poor 
economic well-being and low access to health programs and 
services even before the COVID-19 pandemic strikes

As of June 25, 2021 (6pm)

Total Doses Administered = 9,814,267       
     

Older Persons = 2,249,918 
           (648,772 completed 2 doses)



▪ More mothers (70%) received 
monetary support from their 
co-resident children. 

UNPAID CARE
▪ 82% Older Persons are 

co-residing with their 
grandchildren

▪ At least 29% are solely 
responsible for the care of their 
grandchildren

▪ “Surrogate parents” 
of children of overseas Filipino 
workers
Source: Calculated by DRDF using original LSAHP 
data.

Source: Ageing and Health in the Philippines, 2019.

1. ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

Impact of COVID-19 to Older 
Persons

57% of older Filipinos 
reported they have some 
or considerable difficulty 
in meeting household 
expenses



1. ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

Impact of COVID-19 to Older 
Persons

Almost 4 million senior 
citizens are indigent (DSWD, 2019)

28 % of older persons do 
not have ANY Pension 

World Social Protection Report 2017-19



2. HEALTH WELL-BEING

▪ Some older persons temporarily stopped or already have skipped taking 
their maintenance medicines.

▪ Discount-related privileges only benefits the richer and more educated 
older persons.

Impact of COVID-19 to Older 
Persons

Source: Racelis, et al. (2003) National Health Account

63% health expenses are from the out 
of pocket of seniors
24% of older persons cannot meet 
their health care needs due to 
financial constraints



 Impact of COVID-19 to Older Persons

▪ Older Persons are not always 
prioritized in health services and 
facilities. 

▪ Limited health human resources 
focusing on older persons.

▪ 22% of Persons with Disabilities 
are senior citizens

*2010 Philippine Census 

Photo credit: REUTERS/Romeo 
Ranoco 



COVID-19 Impact to Older Persons
               Health
               61% of older people have not been able to access services since the start of the 
COVID-19 outbreak  
               with 52% of older people reporting that they have difficulty in accessing medicines. 
         
           Food and income
           23% of the older people reduced either the quantity or made changes to what they usually 
eat.

Protection
                68% of older persons have difficulty accessing health services while more than 50% 
reported that      
                they were also having a hard time securing food and medicines.

Wellbeing  
                79% of older people reported that they felt worried or anxious either all of the time or 
most of the  
                time. This correlates with their apprehension being denied access to resources, 
opportunities  
                (especially livelihood) or services (such as health care); isolation; and neglect. 



Lessons Learnt from COVID-19 Government Policy 
Responses
KEY FINDINGS▪ The cash subsidies provided under the Social Amelioration 

Program (SAP) were pivotal in helping older women offset 
the adverse income effects of the Enhanced Community 
Quarantine (ECQ).
▪ The level of benefit was not sufficient to cover the duration 

of the ECQ.
▪ Differences in interpretation of the eligibility for SAP meant 

that some vulnerable older persons particularly older women 
were left out.
▪  The design of the SAP included some gender and age 

sensitive elements, but there are still gaps. For instance, more 
gender and age disaggregated data is required.



MOVING FORWARD

❑  Economic security (Universal Social Pension, 
Contributory Pension Reform, Livelihood Opportunities)

❑  Accessible Health Programs and Services

❑  Accessible Information

❑  Enactment of Anti-Elder Abuse Bill 

❑  Development of a unified database for older persons and 
availability of sex, age, disability disaggregated data



Thank you!


